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ality; provided the same shall be substantially in accordance with the 
intent and meaning of this Act. 

13. All foreign fishing vessels exercising rights under any treaty or 
convention shall be amenable to all the laws of the Colony not incon- 
sistent with any such rights under treaty or convention. 

14. Nothing in this Act shall affect the rights and privileges granted 
by treaty to the subjects of any State in amity with His Majesty; and 
sections 1 and 4 hereof shall not be held to apply to any foreign fishing 
vessels resorting to the waters of this Colony for the exercise of treaty 
rights. 

15. The Governor in Council may at any time by proclamation sus- 
pend or limit the operation of this Act, as to the whole Act or any part 
thereof, and in relation to the whole Colony, or any district or parts 
thereof, and as to all or any classes of persons, and for any period as 
shall be expedient and as may be declared in such proclamation. 

16. In this Act the word "vessel" shall include any boat or ship, 
registered or not registered, jack, skiff, punt, or launch, whether pro- 
pelled by sails, oars or steam. 

17. The Act 5, Ed. VII., cap. 4, entitled "An Act respecting Foreign 
Fishing Vessels," is hereby repealed. 

18. This Act shall come into operation upon a day to be appointed 
for that purpose, by proclamation of the Governor, to the effect that 
the same has been approved and confirmed by His Majesty in Council. 



Modus Vivendi Between the United States and Great Britain in Regard to 
Inshore Fisheries on the Treaty Coast of Newfoundland. 

AGREEMENT EFFECTED BY EXCHANGE OF NOTES AT LONDON OCT. 6-8, 1906. 

The American Ambassador to the British Foreign Office, 

American Embassy, London, October 6th, 1906. 

Sir, I am authorized by my Government to ratify a modus vivendi 
in regard to the Newfoundland Fishery Question on the basis of the 
Foreign Office Memorandum, dated the 25th of September, 1906, in 
which you accept the arrangement set out in my Memorandum of the 
12th of September and consent accordingly to the use of purse seines 
by American fishermen during the ensuing season, subject of course to 
due regard being paid in the use of such implements to other modes of 
fishery, which, as you state, is only intended to secure that there shall 
be the same spirit of give and take and of respect for common rights 
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between the users of purse seines and the users of stationary nets as would 
be expected to exist if both sets of nshermen employed the same gear. 

My Government understand by this that the use of purse seines by 
American fishermen is not to be interfered with, and that the shipment 
of Newfoundlanders by American fishermen outside the 3 mile limit is 
not to be made the basis of interference or to be penalized; at the same 
time they are glad to assure His Majesty's Government, should such 
shipments be found necessary, that they will be made far enough from 
the exact 3 mile limit to avoid any reasonable doubt. 

On the other hand it is also understood that our fishermen are to be 
advised by my Government, and to agree, not to fish on Sunday. 

It is further understood that His Majesty's Government will not bring 
into force the Newfoundland Foreign Fishing Vessels Act of 1906 which 
imposes on American fishing vessels certain restrictions in addition to 
those imposed by the Act of 1905, and also that the provisions of the 
first part of Section I of the Act of 1905, as to boarding and bringing into 
port, and also the whole of Section 3 of the same Act, will not be regarded 
as applying to American fishing vessels. 

It also being understood that our fishermen will gladly pay light dues 
if they are not deprived of their rights to fish, and that our fishermen 
are not unwilling to comply with the provisions of the Colonial Customs 
Law as to reporting at a custom house when physically possible to do so. 

I need not add that my Government are most anxious that the pro- 
visions of the modus vivendi should be made effective at the earliest 
possible moment. I am glad to be assured by you that this note will 
be considered as sufficient ratification of the modus vivendi, on the part 
of my Government. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest consideration, Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

Whitelaw Reid. 

The Right Honble. Sir Edward Grey, Bt., 

Etc. Etc. Etc. 

The British Foreign Office to the American Ambassador. 
No. 34002.] Foreign Office, October 8th, 1906. 

Your Excellency, I have received with satisfaction the note of 
the 6th instant in which Your Excellency states that you have been 
authorized by your Government to ratify a modus vivendi in regard to 
the Newfoundland Fishery Question on the basis of the Memorandum 
which I had the honour to communicate to you on the 25th ultimo, and 
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I am glad to assure Your Excellency that the note in question will be 
considered by His Majesty's Government as a sufficient ratification of 
that arrangement on the part of the United States Government. 

His Majesty's Government fully share the desire of your Government 
that the provisions of the modus vivendi should be made effective at 
the earliest moment possible and the necessary instructions for its observ- 
ance were accordingly sent to the Government of Newfoundland immedi- 
ately on receipt of Your Excellency's communication. 
I have the honour to be, with the highest Consideiation, 
Your Excellency's most obedient, humble Servant, 

(In the absence of the Secretary of State) 

E. Gorst. 
His Excellency the Honourable Whitelaw Reid, 

Etc. Etc. Etc. 

MEMORANDUM. 

My Government hears with the greatest concern and regret that in the 
opinion of His Majesty's Government there is so wide a divergence of 
views with regard to the Newfoundland Fisheries that an immediate 
settlement is hopeless. 

But it is much gratified with His Majesty's Government's desire to 
reach a modus vivendi for this season, and appreciates the readiness to 
waive the Foreign Fishing Vessels Act of 1906. This and other restric- 
tive legislation had compelled our fishermen to use purse seines or 
abandon their treaty rights. 

My Government sees in the offer not to apply Section 3, Act of 1905 
and that part of Section 1 relating to boarding fishing vessels and bring- 
ing them into port fresh proof of a cordial disposition not to press unduly 
this kind of regulation. 

Our fishermen will also gladly pay light dues, if not hindered in their 
right to fish. They are not unwilling either, to comply with the regu- 
lation to report at Custom Houses, when possible. It is sometimes 
physically impossible, however, to break through the ice for that pur- 
pose. 

Most unfortunately the remaining proposals, those as to purse-seining 
and Sunday fishing, present very grave difficulties. 

We appreciate perfectly the desire of His Majesty's Government to 
prevent Sunday fishing. But if both this and purse-seine fishing are 
taken away, as things stand there might be no opportunity for profitable 
fishing left under our treaty rights. We are convinced that purse seines 
are no more injurious to the common fishery than the gill nets commonly 
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used — are not in fact so destructive and do not tend to change the migra- 
tory course of the herring as gill nets do, through the death of a large 
percentage of the catch and consequent pollution of the water. 

The small amount of purse-seining this season could not of course 
materially affect the common fishery anyway. Besides many of our 
fishermen have already sailed, with purse seines as usual, and the others 
are already provided with them. This use of the purse seine was not 
the free choice of our fishermen. They have been driven to it by local 
regulations and the continued use of it at this late date this year seems 
vital. 

But we will renounce Sunday fishing for this season if His Majesty's 
Government will consent to the use of purse seines, and we cannot too 
too strongly urge an acceptance of this solution. 

American Embassy. London. 
September, 12, 1906. 

(32335) memorandum. 

His Majesty's Government have considered, after consultation with 
the Government of Newfoundland, the proposals put forward in the 
Memorandum communicated by the United States Ambassador on the 
12th instant, respecting the suggested "modus vivendi" in regard to 
the Newfoundland Fishery question. 

They are glad to be able to state that they accept the arrangement 
set out in the above Memorandum and consent accordingly to the use of 
purse seines by United States fishermen during the ensuing season, 
subject, of course, to due regard being paid, in the use of such imple- 
ments, to other modes of fishery. 

His Majesty's Government trust that the United States Government 
will raise no objection to such a stipulation, which is only intended to 
secure that there shall be the same spirit of give and take and of respect 
of common rights between the users of purse seines and the users of 
stationary nets as would be expected to exist if both sets of fishermen 
employed the same gear. 

They further hope that, in view of this temporary authorization of 
the purse seines, the United States Government will see their way to 
arranging that the practice of engaging Newfoundland fishermen just 
outside the three mile limit which to some extent prevailed last year 
should not be resorted to this year. 

An arrangement to this effect would save both His Majesty's Govern- 
ment and the Newfoundland Government from embarrassment which 
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it is conceived, having regard to the circumstances in which the "modus 
vivendi" is being settled, the United States Government would not 
willingly impose upon them. Moreover it is not in itself unreasonable, 
seeing that the unwillingness of the United States Government to forego 
the use of purse seines appears to be largely based upon the inability 
of their fishermen to engage local men to work the form of net recog- 
nized by the Colonial fishery regulations. 

The United States Government assured His Majesty's late Govern- 
ment in November last that they would not countenance a specified 
evasion of the Newfoundland Foreign Fishing Vessels Act 1905, and 
the proposed arrangement would appear to be in accordance with the 
spirit which prompted that assurance. 

Foreign Office, 

September 26, 1906. 



An Act to Establish a Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization, and to 

provide for a uniform rule for the naturalization of aliens throughout 

the United States. Approved June 29, 1906. 
[Stat. 1905-6, Part I, p. 596.] 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the designation of the 
Bureau of Immigration in the Department of Commerce and Labor is 
hereby changed to the "Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization," 
which said Bureau, under the direction and control of the Secretary of 
Commerce and Labor, in addition to the duties now provided by law, 
shall have charge of all matters concerning the naturalization of aliens. 
That it shall be the duty of the said Bureau to provide, for use at the 
various immigration stations throughout the United States, books of 
record, wherein the commissioners of immigration shall cause a registry 
to be made in the case of each alien arriving in the United States from 
and after the passage of this Act of the name, age, occupation, personal 
description (including height, complexion, color of hair and eyes), the 
place of birth, the last residence, the intended place of residence in the 
United States, and the date of arrival of said alien, and, if entered 
through a port, the name of the vessel in which he comes. And it 
shall be the duty of said commissioners of immigration to cause to be 
granted to such alien a certificate of such registry, with the particulars 
thereof. 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of Commerce and Labor shall provide the 
said Bureau with such additional furnished offices within the city of 



